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question, although organically a full-fledged male, displayed many
feminine characteristics in his behaviour.

From the two cases previously described, we conclude that
physiologic factors are not always fully and directly responsible for
the woman's masculine and homosexual behaviour, and that psycho-
logic motives play a part. Conversely, from our last case, it follows
that if we are confronted with an erotic behaviour in a homosexual
woman in which activity and aggression are predominant, we must
take into consideration the physiologic causes. These may be at
work even when the organic signs are less obvious than in the case
of our sensational lover.

The experiments linking sexual functions to chemical hormonal
factors draw our attention more and more in this direction. We
no longer explain the manifestations of bi-sexuality by an innate,
organic, and fixed fact, but by a predisposition, stimulated or
inhibited by hormonal influences, that operates in one or the
other direction.

During the years of puberty, the fate of the sexual drives is
'definitely decided, and as a rule the development of secondary
sex characteristics is combined with their orientation toward the
other sex. This decision depends on both biologic and psychologic
influences, and it is to be expected that our knowledge of the inter-
play of the two factors will some day be so broadened and clarified
that no discussion will be necessary as to which factor is primary
and which secondary. Here our task is limited to investigating the
psychologic processes attendant upon tKe development of female
homosexuality, with regard to whether biologic factors contribute
to or even determine the final result.

In any case it is certain that normally puberty includes a phase in
which the sexual drive is directed more or less toward both sexes.
This phase is preceded by another in which the individual's erotic
interest seems to be turned to his own sex more than to the other.
This condition of bi-sexuality or homosexuality can extend beyond
puberty, the inclination towards individuals of the same sex may
remain predominant or even exclude that toward individuals of
the other sex. In the former case the woman chooses now one, now
the other sex for erotic association; in the latter her choices become
completely homosexual. Thus homosexuality, in form and content,
appears as, a continuation of puberty experiences, as their intensifica-
tion and further elaboration.

.  It may be useful to cast a glance backward and recall the processes
of puberty relevant to our subject.   Even in prepuberty the object